
 

 

 
 

Volume II Chapter 54  
 Tángláng Bǔ Chá** 

The Mantis Stalks the Cicada, 
unaware of the Bird Behind  (Part 1) 

 
Published as a fangirling MTL translation for 

https://killerninjablog@wordpress.com 
 

**Chinese idiom, from Daoist classic; The 
mantis stalks the cicada, unaware of the 

oriole behind.  Meaning : to pursue a narrow 
gain while neglecting a greater danger). 

 

A long time already passed and the 
ships already retreated and were 
hidden inside the dense fog. There was 
a youth leaning against the mast with 
a magnificent and expensive purple 
clothes, facial features were handsome 
and elegant and had three points 
similarity with that of  Tantai Ye Lie. He 
appeared to be 12 or 13-year-old, 
because the voice just begun to 
change, the sound was grating but can 
be heard clearly his excitement, 
“Really, I cannot believe that Su family 
has finally have a daughter, 
unexpectedly she was not pampered or 
spoilt to become a useless person, she 
seems quite interesting."   
Thinking of the woman flying and 
leaping on the bow with such beautiful 
and attractive skill, and that" if we 
have to fight then fight " words of 
challenged that even from the distance 
across one can also feel the cold 
murderous intent, the juvenile eyes 
was full of excitement, smiled and said, 
"This kitten pretty ominous, one does 
not know if her paws are to her 
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favorable advantage. I thought this  
tour is very boring, now  indeed Sigē  ( 
Si- Fourth,  Gē  Big Brother) is worthy, 
the first time I look forward for 
tomorrow to come quickly"  
 
 Standing on his side, looks like the 
mood was very good, Tantai Ye Lie 
chuckled, " If it is a kitten or a small 
leopard that we will soon know."  
 
The youth noticed that in Tantai Ye 
Lie’s cold eyes did not mince and did 
not hide his interest, calling his 
attention with a smile, " Sigē, are you 
that interested in Su family daughter, 
because she grew very beautifully?"    
 Beautifully ? Who knows. Tantai Ye Lie 
carefully think of  a young man's face, 
in addition to chilled copper mask and 
from time to time with chuckled lips, 
he really cannot tell, what kind of 
woman she is, but in his heart, this 
what is important, being beautiful, the 
beautiful women he had seen before 
were not to his taste and find them 
very boring.  
 
Noticing Tantai Ye Lie’s smile, silence 
and absence of words of scorn, the 
youth thought he was infatuated with 
the looks of beautiful woman, 
immediately tried to confirm, "It seems 
that she is really beautiful, otherwise 
that Little Lord Mo will not even link 
the Lingshi to her to put things under 
control. " The youth was really curious, 
he really wanted to see her beauty  
was to what extent, indeed Sigē and 
that Mohist little master were 



 

 

meticulous when they put their heart 
to something.  
 
The thought of that that Mohist little 
master, the youth was somewhat 
anxious and said in a low voice, "But, 
Sigē , that Mohist little master  is so 
mystical, before coming out, Dàgē 
(Eldest brother) urges  repeatedly, if 
we meet the Mohist Little Lord, avoid 
and evade, at present they  cannot 
directly have a confrontation , they 
dread that they might not cope well." 
 
The young man do not know if he 
misspoke anything, only saw that 
Tantai Ye Lie’s expression became 
grim, he immediately chuckled, smiled 
and continued speaking, "Heard before 
that the Mohist discipline is powerful, 
this time actually thanks to Sigē, I can 
finally can experience it, but that Mo 
Yuan looks like he does not have 
anything special, my brother is 
definitely also powerful."    
 
The young man appeared to be 
currying favor with his elder brother, 
Ye Lie lifted his hand and made an 
effort to pat his head, after clearing hi 
throat said, "I am not Dàgē and in 
front of me there is no use showing off 
your cleverness." Tantai Fu Sheng was 
his uncle’s third son, because owning 
to his age, he was young and sweet-
talker and the family members doted 
him very much. However this boy 
though was not old and his courage 
was not small either, more dangerous 
territory perks his interest even 



 

 

greater, this makes Tantai Fu Sheng 
very much like him . Like this time, 
even if family members did not agree, 
he nevertheless has to handle the 
excessive life it will bring.  
 
Tantai  Fu Sheng  lifted his hand to rub 
his hurting forehead, actually does not 
dare to say something anymore, 
actually in the family of these many 
elder brothers, he most feared this 
fourth brother, his thoughts, you can 
never guess and  also difficult to 
please. However, he most likes him 
also because the fourth brother natural 
disposition was free and easy, he 
wants, then wants, he does not want, 
no one could compel him!    
 
See Tantai  Ye Lie’s face seems better, 
Tantai Fu Sheng  gathered himself up 
to leave, smiled and said, " Sigē , don’t 
tell me you will get there first,  if you 
caught them by surprise it is easier to 
win , you really have to wait until 
tomorrow afternoon  to really prepare 
for the attack tomorrow?  
 
" I said at noon tomorrow, naturally 
afternoon, how we can fail to keep 
one’s words! But ... ... "Tantai Ye Lie’s 
thin lips slightly smiled, the eyes of the 
evil looks at the soldiers guarding,  
whole body shaking, "If we don’t give 
Miss Su a pleasant surprise, I believe 
she will be disappointed."      
 
 "What pleasant surprise?"Tantai  Fu 
Sheng at present shines brightly and 



 

 

urgently said, " Tell me what ah, tell 
me brother! Brother! Brother!"  
Unfortunately, Tantai Ye Lie just turned 
to his cabin and inside his room, not 
everyone can enter his room, Fu Sheng 
have no permission to enter his room 
even as a younger brother he cannot. 
 
 Tantai  Fu Sheng called twice outside 
the door but  get no response. He can 
only bitterly leave. 

 
***** 
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On the beach, many pirates have not 
recovered from shocking scene from a 
moment ago, although they were also 
used to licking the blood everyday and 
they were already numb to the bloody 
murders, but were actually for the first 
time to directly experience such bone-
chilling cold imposing style. In front of 
the mighty  clan, in front of the great 
navy that challenges, the enemy to 
battle was a great corps, they feel only 
like ants, except for crawling they do 
not have a escape route, such strong 
coercion brought not only their bodies 
trembled but their minds as well were 
filled fear . 
 
There were hundreds of people on the 
beach, no one dared to speak; only the 
quiet waves beating the rocks harshly 
and waves crashing the beach could be 
heard. 



 

 

 
 "Ao Qī , Ao Shísān ."  
 Ao Tian’s calm and steady chilly voice 
suddenly resounds, this slightly shook 
one group of people awoke, two 
figures rushed rapidly and arrived in 
front of him. " 
The next few days, you follow Su Su, 
and whatever what she says vigorously 
make all effort to cooperate, this is the 
duty." 
 
 "Yes." 
 
Ao Tian’s voice was not loud,  he said it 
in a very calm manner, the 
countenance of the two male did not  
change and the response also was very 
simple.  When Su Su heard the word 
‘duty’, her brow actually closely twists. 
She had heard that the custom of Ju 
Ling Island, as long as the duty, if 
cannot be completed, there is only one 
way - death.  
Su Su wanted to say something to Ao 
Tian, she finally bit her lip and they 
swallowed back. Before the military 
officers go to battle, they must set up 
the written pledge to fulfill a military 
order, not to retreat but to march 
forward courageously, but at war, the 
courage sometimes and luck will be 
equally important. Uncle Ao managed 
their lives, now was handed over in her 
own hand, for them to live was to  win 
this war, so now if they have to live 
they have to win this battle and that 
was the written pledge to fulfill, it’s 
their own a military order! 



 

 

 At first, this battle in Su Su’s heart was 
only a battle with Tantai Ye Lie, 
another competition, then from this 
moment on, it was not anymore, this 
was not about her life, not about her 
first battle, the game that needs to 
scatter warm-blood, they haven’t given 
all strength and made every effort to 
find a way out of this fight.  
Mo Yuan was frowning slightly, looking 
about this person, she suddenly felt a 
surge of momentum, fierce and 
moving restlessly swift and this is not 
some ordinary day for her. On ordinary 
days, this person was usually lazy and 
sluggish. He looked again to check if 
his eyes were seeing correctly or if it 
was just an illusion.  
 Ao Tian has been referred by Su Su 
earlier and Yi Dang Jia have no worries, 
immediately said, “You also listen to 
the instructions of Sang Nuan, you are 
to resist the enemy. " Reading the 
naval power of Liao Yue, he was able 
to affirm that going out to confront 
them, the only consequence was 
death. If Sang Nuan wants to die, so 
he's just done her good.  
The pirates on the beach looked at 
each other in apprehension and their 
hearts were surprised and angry, what 
is this, letting Sang Nuan to lead to 
lead them? Doesn't this making them 
bring their own deaths? 
“But no matter what the reaction of 
those pirates, she but only said, "Ma 
Shu, you take twenty people with you 
to see the number of ships that can be 
used, examine the ships and see how 
much ammunitions were left. Xiao Lin, 



 

 

you take twenty people and count the 
island's weapons and how many and 
also the remaining drinkable amount 
of water left. " 
After having said that, Sang Nuan’s 
pair of ordinary eyes, always with a 
smile on the eyes giving that happy 
expression coldly swept an obvious 
look at the crowd to the group of 
pirates that was not clear about the 
situation, a cold voice can be heard, 
“Those who do not want to die, after 
this time, move to the limestone cave 
and wait for further instructions.” 
This gentle elephant has changed 
person general, the simple Sang Nuan, 
the pirates were stunned, somewhat 
looked at her with complicated look. Su 
Su stood on one side, the smile have 
the meaning without a word but 
appeared to be saying that this was 
Sang Nuan’s own fight. 
"Yes, Miss. "The first response was that 
of Ma Shu , could not say specifically  
how old was he but his face was 
covered with wrinkles, he was likely 
not young, but the straight back and 
the sound of calm voice, made him 
look young.  He had clearly expressed 
that he stood at Sang Nuan’s side, but 
at this moment frankly, he had always 
been Sang Nuan’s person, just standing 
above board behind Sang Nuan. 
 
"Yes." The man named Xiao Lin looked 
at Yi Dang Jia’s direction, as if laden 
with worries, but regarding Sang 
Nuan’s instruction, he did not shirked 
actually, immediately takes inventory 
of the manpower.  



 

 

Seeing that the side of the pirate has 
started, Su Su slightly leaned her head, 
asked the person behind her, "The 
situation of ships and personnel, you 
should all know clearly."  
  Ao Qi replied in a low voice, "Clearly.” 
 
Su Su nodded, if even these basic 
conditions were not available, Uncle 
Ao will not  arranged these two man to 
her assistance," That's OK then, you 
come with me. " 
 
 "Yes." 
 
Su Su’s voice cried out, "  Sang Nuan, 
Sang Leng and Mo Yuan , we go to the 
medical shed. " 
 
 Sang Leng and Sang Nuan nodded and 
moved towards Su Su, four people walk 
in the direction of medical shed 
together.  
Yi Dang Jia and Xiang Er Ye caught a 
glimpse, also want to follow closely 
behind, though they don't want to die, 
but do not want to be kept in the dark 
also. They started to follow but the two 
people, only felt a sudden pain on their 
shoulders then heard  Ao Tian’s cold 
voice, "Tea is also good on the island, 
the two of you used to accompany me 
for a drink of tea.” 
 
Xiang Er Ye holding his shoulder said 
hastily "Oh yes, wishes for earnestly! 
Pleased, with the invitation!" 
 
 Ao Tian cleared his throat lightly, 
loosens the hand, faced forward to 



 

 

walk. Yi Meng was unwilling, but his 
skill and techniques was inferior 
against him, he can only obediently 
follow behind him and walk towards 
the cave with Ao Tian silently. 
 
Before the four people arrived at the 
medical shed, Sang Nuan instructed 
the two pirates next to her, "You, go 
get the sand table and bring it to the 
medical shed."  
"Yes."They nodded hastily. They 
witnessed the scene on beach a 
moment ago; this woman was no 
longer the same and does not appear 
to have that usual mild appearance 
like a swallow. 
 
Several people entered the medical 
shed,  Su Su easily closed the door,  Ao 
Qi and  Ao Shisan silently  followed 
behind three steps away from the 
place. 
 
 When the group was seated and Su Su 
did not spend time on small polite talk 
but asked directly without hesitation, 
"Mo Yuan, from the outside, how many 
people will come for aid? " 
 
"Three ships with 80 people each. 
Thirty miles away by the sea route, on 
each ship there are 16 forts, the 
ammunition is sufficient." Mo Yuan 
whispered in a very  low voice, the 
question was unhurried and Su Su did 
not have to asked further question for 
all the information was already 
mentioned. 



 

 

"So near? "In the vast expanse of 
ocean, they do not cover, at first 
glance, one can see things up to 10 
miles, Su Su was surprised," They did 
not fear that  Liao Yue’s warship will 
discover them? " 
 
 "The ship of Mo, if they do not want to 
be discovered, then some people will 
not be able to find it." 
 
    "......" 
 
According to her assessment now that 
she asked in vain, Mo discipline was 
wrapped in such a shroud of obscurity, 
so omnipotent!  
 Su Su turned to Sang Nuan and asked, 
"Ah Nuan, you might be able to say 
something about Ye Lie, you are more 
or less acquainted with him, what do 
you know? He is what kind of person? 
With the rest of us, you have the most 
contact with Tantai Ye Lie and the 
person who would know him most 
should be you. If there is something 
that we should know about him to 
understand him correctly, maybe you 
can guess some of his fighting style 
and his battle layout. " 
Sang Nuan brow slightly wrinkled, 
seems to worry about something, Su Su 
pondered for a moment and 
whispered, "Ah Nuan, what is your 
secret?"  
Sang Nuan was silent for a while, then 
looked up at Su Su and the trace of 
concern was all gone, with bright eyes, 
her face also have faint display of cold 
arrogance, " No extenuating 



 

 

circumstances, it is not a secret but it is 
a fact that the news about the missing 
Lingshi being in Huan Lang island, I 
passed the information, not only to the 
Mojia but also told the Tantai family. " 
 "Elder Sister?"  After saying what must 
be said, other people have no reaction, 
but Sang Leng’s face was full of 
astonishment, staring at Sang Nuan in 
disbelief, the Huan Lang Island troubles 
was actually brought by his elder 
sister?  
 Sang Nuan did not looked at Sang 
Leng, did not also looked at Su Su  
either, her cold vision was gazing out 
of the window, her voice was clear and 
sharp, "I with Ah Leng were already 18 
years old, I have experienced the 
hardship long enough and therefore I 
do not want to go through with it 
again. I never believe that the Mo 
family will help us, from the notes that  
that mother left behind, I have 
experienced the callousness of Mo, 
therefore, I choose  to  discuss the 
transaction with Tantai home, they will 
helped me to kill  all that surnamed Yi, 
recaptured Huan Lang Island and in 
exchange I will help them look for 
Lingshi. However, I also feared that 
Tantai will break their word; therefore, 
I told the Mojia the news of Lingshi, 
letting them take the lead mutually. 
The greater chaos in the island is to my 
advanatage, I can get rid of the people 
that I like to get rid of. My plan was to 
kill Wu Mu and Yi Wu, manufacture 
confusion on the island, then taking 
the opportunity for Tantai Ye Lie to 
enter the jungle with Mo Yuan, making 



 

 

them look for Lingshi, regardless who 
found it, surely they will compete and 
at the appointed time Huan Lang 
Island certainly will be involved, I will 
just put my people and boats from the 
reef beach side away, so after they 
finished, I will come back and clean up 
the mess, but ......” 
After saying this, Sang Nuan stopped 
suddenly, her pupil looked at Su Su, 
showed a faint smile, "All these plans, 
in that moment that you appeared, it 
all changed." 
 "Me?" Su Su was bewildered, she 
didn't remember anything special 
when they showed up that made Sang 
Nuan so assured. 
 Su Su does not know when the sun got 
into Sang Nuan eyes. Sang Nuan very 
clearly remembered that the first time 
she saw the person threw the knife at 
Wu Mu, her heart smoothly vibrate, 
although at the beginning, she was not 
sure of this person's identity, but she 
believed with her own eyes and felt 
that this person  who  appeared from 
nowhere was not in the plan, 
everything naturally became different. 
Su Su at this moment has inward secret 
unstated criticism against Sang Nuan, 
she simply asked her about Tantai Ye 
Lie as a person, she did not expect that 
she said the beginning and end of this 
trouble unpredictably such clearly, 
including the lack of trust for the 
Mohist and even determining the plans 
of Mo Yuan was not off limits from this 
confession. 
Su Su quietly looked at the side of the 
Mo Yuan, he was quietly listening to 



 

 

the words of Sang Nuan, his eyes has 
no trace of a wave or fluctuations in 
his expression, do not know if he 
doesn’t care about what  Ah Nuan had 
just confessed or simply he radically 
discovered the plan of Sang Nuan from 
the very beginning.  Su Su had to admit 
that this Mohist people were really 
difficult to judge compared to all 
others, so out of touch. 
Thinking of the time in the jungle, Sang 
Nuan was just the same and there was 
nothing exceptional.  Su Su asked, "Ah 
Nuan, actually you do not know where 
that Lingshi is right?" 
 
"I truly do not know, in mother's note 
only said that the Lingshi was placed 
deep in the jungle, but, I almost looked 
everywhere the entire jungle for ten 
years and I did not find it. I think that 
something is fastidious about the 
chance, Lingshi should be attained by 
Lord Mo.” It was not that she does not 
want the Lingshi that made the Mohist 
seek for hundred years, naturally it 
was a good thing, unfortunately, after 
looking these many years, it was 
fruitless, and she knew that there was 
this halidom and she does not have the 
luck, she just wasted her time and 
effort desiring it. 
"Now is not the time to talk about this, 
tomorrow at noontime, Liao Yue will 
come in to attack us. Inside the dense 
fog, they can still maintain their 
formation, whether it appears or 
vanishes, they can do it silently, if the 
battle is in the sea, we will lose without 
doubt."  Sang Leng thought that Liao 



 

 

Yue weaponry is difficult to hit, looking 
at Su Su with heightened anxiousness, 
“Tomorrow, how do you actually 
intend to engage?"  
 
 Su Su’s face does not have any sign of 
anxiousness, not even for a little bit,  
with faint smile she turned her 
attention  to that person who was 
sitting on the side like a mountain,  
without a sign of even slightest 
movement, she asked, " Mo Yuan,  
what is your take on it, how do we 
engaged in the fight?” 
To be continued … …Part2 
 


